
Brethren, 

I hope the April showers have been good to your plants and lawns, I now have a new batch of dandelions 
to keep the bee’s very busy for a while.  

The month of April seemed to fly by. The five Official Visits and one Installation went without a hitch. We were 
also treated to the Past Grand Senior Wardens Degree Team hosted by Wexford Lodge conferring a First 
Degree. A very memorable evening and one I am quite sure that the candidate will never forget! 

May seems to be a little less congested with only two Official Visit’s to Wexford and Friendship lodges 
and an Installation at The Beaches Lodge. Don’t forget we have the District Devine Service on Sunday, 
May 7th at the Pickering Village United Church. Please assemble at 10am. Friends and family are 
always welcome and regalia is to be worn. 

The last official event is our Spring District Meeting on Saturday May 27th in Claremont. Coffee at 9 and 
the meeting will start at 9:30. This will also be our presentation of the District Awards. Brethren, 
submissions for the District Awards are now closed. V.W. Bro. Greig King and his chairmen will be 
processing the applications and making their decisions prior to the 27th. Good luck to all those who have 
submitted.  

In my last message, I reviewed the Grand Lodge programme, Friend to Friend. I will continue this month 
with the Mentors programme. 

The purpose of the Mentor Programme is to ensure that every candidate is properly instructed in the 
fundamentals of the Craft. It consists of a series of four lectures, pamphlets and an instructional guide to 
assist the Mentor in administering each section of the program.  

In the first meeting, the applicant is given the first Mentor lecture “The Candidate” along with Booklet “For 
the Information of the Man who has Expressed an Interest in Masonry” and the pamphlet “What is 
Freemasonry” are given after the lodge has given a favorable ballot and prior his Initiation.  

In the second meeting, as soon after his initiatiation as possible, he is given Booklet “1” (The Entered 
Apprentice), the pamphlets, Charity and “To a Mason ‘s Family” and the second Mentor lecture entitled 
“The Entered Apprentice Mason”. The meeting, is intended to familiarize the new E.A. on several things 
including: the symbology of the degree, the Working Tools, the Officer’s chairs and duties, signs, tokens 
and words of the First degree, instruction on opening and closing, Lodge room etiquette, explanation and 
demonstration of The Grand Honours and the format of the ballot.  

The third meeting, occurs as soon as possible after his second degree. He should receive Booklet “2” The 
Fe and the Blood Donor pamphlet and the third Mentor Lecture entitled “The Fellowcraft” Mason. Once 
again symbology of the working tools is explained along with demonstration of signs, tokens and words 
and instruction in opening and closing in the First and Second degrees. Provide an overview and 
explanation of the District Trestle board and the committee structure.  

The fourth Meeting occurs as soon as possible after his third degree. Ensure that the Master Mason has 
received Booklet “3” (The Master Mason) and the pamphlet “A Guideline on Discussing I in Masonry. He 
will be given a copy of the fourth Mentor Lecture “The Master Mason”. Explain the symbology of the 
working tools and stress the use of Ecclesiastes XII. Review the five points of fellowship and demonstrate 
the signs, tokens and words and coming to order in the Third Degree. Instruct in the opening and 
especially the closing and review the same in the previous degrees.  

The Mentor Guidelines and Lectures are available from your District Chairman. The pamphlets are 
available from Grand Lodge through your Lodge Secretary. I hope this quick explanation of how the 
Mentor programme works will illustrate how easy this is to implement in your own lodge, not only to assist 
your new members but also as a refresher for the more senior members. 

Brethren, I look forward to greeting you all personally in the district this month. 

May the Great Architect of the Universe look over us all and protect us in all our endeavours. 

Fraternally, 



R.W. Bro. Gerald J. Newall.  

District Deputy Grand Master,  

Toronto East District 


